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only at all distinctive minority of any consequence which had been
left, by the recent Peace Settlement, within the post-war frontiers
of the German national state.1
This practical demonstration, at the expense of Jews and democrats
within their gates, that their glorification of violence was to be taken
in earnest, was perhaps the most ill-received, abroad, of all the
Nazis' actions. The universal disapprobation which it aroused was
for the most part quite spontaneous and disinterested; and it was as
strongly manifested in the United States, a country which had little
immediately to fear on its own account from Nazidom, as in any of
the European etats limitrophes. At the same time, Germany's
European neighbours were compelled, by the importunity of the
Nazis themselves, to put two and two together. For the Nazi pro-
paganda made it a certainty that the Nazi cult of violence was of
general application, and a natural presumption that the next ob-
jective of the Nazi policy, after the Gleichschaltung of everything
inside the existing frontiers of the Reich, would be the incorporation
of all High-German-speaking populations in Europe which were not,
at this time, under the rule of the Government at Berlin. The in-
ference was that the Nazi regime in Germany would have no scruple
in principle, whatever course prudence might dictate in practice,
against seeking to attain this next objective through the instru-
mentality of War; and it was observed that the Nazi persecution of
'Marxian3 German Communists and 'non-Aryan5 German Jews was
not more merciless than the persecution of 'Nordic' German pacifists.2
1	This cult of intolerance and violence, and its practical application in the
persecution of dissenters, was the principal feature which. National Socialism
displayed in common with Communism—a significant point of similarity, since
it was just in this point that the relapse into paganism betrayed itself most
conspicuously.
2	As a matter of fact, a direct study of the temper and outlook of the Nazi
rank and file, after the advent of the Party to power, revealed to a foreign
observer the a priori incongruous but empirically incontrovertible fact that, in
these circles, at any rate, foreign conquest was not the direction in which the
Nazi cult of violence was looking, at this time, for its outlet. For example, at a
Nazi mass-meeting in the Ferbellinerplatz in Berlin, on the evening of the 8th
June, 1934, the writer of this Survey heard one of the speakers, in Ms de-
nunciation of 'the reactionaries', declaim that the reactionaries had involved
Germany in the World War, whereas the foreign policy of the National-
Socialist Party was a policy of peace. This point was applauded by the audience
as vigorously as it was made by the speaker himself.  In foreign ears, this
passage was the more surprising inasmuch, as Prince Max of Baden -was
bracketed with the ex-Kaiser and with Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg as one of
three 'reactionaries' cited by the speaker in the same breath 1  Yet both the
speaker and his audience were manifestly sincere.   The truth was that
the militancy of the Nazis was at this time directed almost entirely against
their foes within their own German household; and this becomes easier to

